
A	new	workflow	for	breast	cancer	gene1c	counseling	referral		
Experience	in	a	public	oncological	reference	center	in	Argen1na		

METHODS	

BACKGROUND	 RESULTS	

Describe	our	experience	implemen0ng	GC	as	a	standard	of	care	for	all	pa0ents	
with	breast	cancer	(BC),	and	propose	a	new	workflow	to	op0mize	referral	to	GC.	
The	aim	is	to	obtain	GC	and	gene0c	tes0ng	prior	to	the	primary	treatment.	

The	lack	of	knowledge	about	
hereditary	cancer,	the	small	
number	of	gene0c	counselors	
and	the	difficulty	of	access	to	
gene0c	tes0ng	are	barriers	to	
overcome	to	posi0on	gene1c	
counseling	(GC)	as	a	standard	of	
care	in	Argen1na.		

OBJECTIVES	

Printed	by	

Retrospec0ve	analisis	of	pa0ent	undergoing	gene0c	counseling	in	the	breast	
cancer	gene0c	counseling	sec0on	(BCGCS)	from	January	2015	to	December	2018.	
In	January	2015,	the	breast	cancer	unit	established	GC	as	a	standard	of	care	on	all	
their	pa0ents.		

PROPOSED	WORKFLOW	

Due	to	the	presence	of	trained	professionals	as	part	of	core	teams,	the	fun1onal	unit	was	con1nuously	educated	in	
gene1cs.	That	led	to	more	and	earlier	referral	to	GC.	We	propose	a	new	workflow	to	achieve	beUer	and	more	

referrals	of	pa1ents	to	GC,	op1mizing	1me	and	resources.		
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GENETIC	COUNSELOR	
Breast	Surgeon		

(trained	in	gene0c	counseling	at	
Argen0na	NCI)	

PSYCHO	ONCOLOGIST	
Trained	in	gene0cs	

1-	Educa0on	/Family	tree	
2-	Risk	assessment	
3-	Study	indica0on	
4-	Interpreta0on	(VUS)	
5-	Advisory	report:	Risk	stra0fica0on	
and	care	recommenda0ons	
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Update,	communica0on	with	family	and	
interac0on	with	health	team	

Lifestyle	Change		
Chemopreven0on		

Risk	reduc0on	surgeries	

Targeted	drugs		
Changes	in	surgical	strategy	
	Changes	in	RT	Strategy		

Quality	of	life		and	
Family	

Surveillance		
according	to	risk	
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CONCLUSIONS	

318 312 320 344 

1294 

120 124 136 155 

535 

2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL 

Patients and Interviews 

Interviews New patients 

TOTAL	 POSITIVE	 NEGATIVE	 VUS	
EXOME	 2	 0	 0	 2	
BRCA1/2	 81	 20	 61	 0	

GENE PANEL	 8	 0	 5	 3	
FAMILY MUTATION	 13	 5	 8	 NC	

48% 52% 

GENETIC	TESTING	REQUEST		
N:	535	

Gene0c	tes0ng	request	

No	gene0c	tes0ng	request	

104 tests were performed; 2 exomes (2 VUS: 
CHEK2 and TSC2), 81 BRCA1 / 2 (20 positive), 

8 gene panels (3 VUS: ATM, RECQL and 
STK11) and 13 family mutations (5 positive: 4 

BRCA and 1 CHEK2). 

Receive	more	informa1on	in	your	email	and	stay	in	touch:	gene1ca.oncologica.roffo@gmail.com	
Breast	cancer	gene0c	counseling	sec0on.	Roffo	Ins0tute	Breast	Cancer	

Department	-	Official	Node	of	the	Argen0ne	Family	Cancer	Network	(RACAF)	


