
There are many essays that have to be taken to enter college. Depending on 

the college you are choosing, an essay may be required to gain acceptance to 

the college. There are some things to do to get started writing the required 

essays and things to remember as well. 

 The essay questions will vary from school to school. Choose your 

topic carefully and make sure to really answer the questions they are 

asking. 

 Colleges will be looking at your topic preferences, the values that 

your essay reflects about you and what your thought process is. 

 Remember that your topic will also reveal a lot about you, so you 

want to pick a topic that reveals your strengths and skills. 

 Take into consideration what your strengths and weaknesses are when 

preparing the draft essay. 

 Pick something positive about yourself that you will want the 

admission staff to see in your essay. 

 Remember that the essay is a way to express yourself and make 

yourself stand out from other applicants. Use the essay portion wisely, 

write clearly and concisely to express who you are, what you are 

about and what you think. 

 Make sure to do the pre-writing before writing the actual essay. It is a 

good idea to brain storm some ideas on what to write the essay on. Go 

through your strengths and weaknesses, your talents and personality. 

Talk with others as well to see what they think about you and what 

they see as your strengths and weaknesses as well. 

 Make sure to create an outline, just like you would do with any other 

essay. Pick your top five traits and write examples of them from your 

life. 

 Combine similar ideas and thoughts together. Find the connections 

and patterns in your outline and group these together. 

 Begin writing the draft and include the introduction, the body and the 

conclusion to the essay. Make sure these sections are concise and to 

the point. Remember the introduction gives the thesis of the essay, the 

body gives the evidence to support this thesis and the conclusion ties 

it all together. 

 Choose an essay style to use. There is the standard essay that takes 

two or three points in the body to cover, with a paragraph on each. 

There is also using one very strong point about yourself to describe in 

a few paragraphs of the body. Lastly, there is the option of using a 

narrative to tell about yourself in the body. 
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 Do not forget to edit it. Re-read it a few times, let others read it as 

well and then step away from it for awhile and then come back to it to 

re-read again. Trim it down where necessary and make sure to correct 

spelling and grammar as well. 

 Remember to stay focused on the topic and keep it personal. Keep the 

topic narrow and make sure it follows the idea from beginning to end.  

 Use specific facts and information to prove your thesis of the essay. 

Use vivid details, quotes, examples and reasons. 

 Use expressive language and stay away from clichéd words and 

phrases. 

 Tell them what you want them to know, not what you think they want 

to hear. 

 Make sure that it does not look like a resume. 

 Make sure to use only the words that are necessary. Do not use more 

words, when less are needed. 

 Make sure to proofread it each time changes are made. 

The essay portion of entering college, may seem overwhelming.You can 

also try and have a look at PaperLeaf. However, it is no different than writing 

any other essay, you just writing about yourself instead. Keep this in mind, 

put the same thought and process into it as you would any other essay. This 

is the best chance you have of letting the admissions board know about you 

and make yourself stand out, this can make the difference between being 

accepted and not being accepted. Take your time and put all your effort into 

the essay. 
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